
APPENDIX 1

BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Barrow Highways Advisory Sub-Group held on 
Thursday, 8 February 2018 at 10.15 am at Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, 
Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 1LG

PRESENT:

Mr W McEwan (Chair)

Mr F Cassidy (Vice-Chair)
Mr D Gawne
Mr KR Hamilton

Mr MH Worth
Mr R Worthington

Also in Attendance:-

Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Mr K Tetchner - Highways Network Manager
Mr S Solsby - Assistant Director - Regeneration (Barrow Borough 

Council)

Willie McPhail, Operations Manager, Stagecoach in Barrow attended for item 3 – 
Update from Stagecoach (minute no 33 refers).

31 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was received from Mr D Brook.

32 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 4 December 2017 were 
confirmed as circulated.

33 UPDATE FROM STAGECOACH

Members received a verbal update from Willie McPhail, Operations Manager, 
Stagecoach in Barrow.

The Sub-Group were informed that following discussions and bus trials with BAE it 
had been agreed that bus networks would be investigated to allow better access to 
the site.  It was explained that Stagecoach had now employed a Marketing Manager 
who would take the project forward with BAE.



A member raised a question regarding the possibility of a park and ride scheme and 
the Sub-Group were informed there had been initial discussions but there were no 
plans at present to introduce such a scheme.

The Sub-Group agreed that the use of buses should be encouraged and it was 
suggested that Wi-Fi be available on all buses together with real time information.  
Members were informed that Stagecoach had developed an App which provided 
real time information and as new buses were rolled out they would have a Wi-Fi 
charging facility available on them.

Members raised their concerns regarding the ageing vehicle stock and the 
Sub-Group were informed that Barrow would be receiving refurbished vehicles in 
the future.

The local Member for Walney North received confirmation that the relocation of the 
bus stop at Walney School would be on a permanent basis.

The local Member for Roosecote raised his concerns regarding problems incurred 
for buses due to the number of vehicles parked on North Row.  It was agreed the 
Operations Manager would investigate this further.

The local Member for Hawcoat raised his concerns regarding a proposed location 
for a bus stop at a new housing estate on Dalton Lane.  He was informed that a 
statutory procedure, which would include the Authority consulting with Stagecoach, 
Police and the local member, would be undertaken before the location of a new bus 
stop was agreed.

A discussion took place regarding the relocation of obsolete bus shelters and it was 
noted that the cost to relocate them outweighed the cost of new shelters.

The Stagecoach Operations Manager raised his concern at the lack of consultation 
regarding temporary traffic signals.  The Highways Network Manager confirmed that 
Stagecoach were part of the consultation except in the case of emergency 
applications.

The Sub-Group welcomed the news that the Tour of Britain would be starting from 
Barrow.  It was agreed that a letter seeking sponsorship from Stagecoach for the 
event should initially be forwarded to the Operations Manager.

34 UPDATE ON BRIDGE MAINTENANCE

The Sub-Group received a verbal update from the Highways Network Manager 
regarding maintenance on Greengate Street Railway Bridge.  

Members were informed that the bridge was a Network Rail structure, therefore, the 
County Council did not carry out regular inspections.  It was noted that the Authority 
did undertaken an inspection of the brickwork in 2010 following a request from the 
local Member.  It was explained that the bridge was subject to a 7.5 tonnes weight 
restriction which was enforced at the request of Network Rail in approximately 2009.  



The Sub-Group were informed that the metallic spans were inspected once every 
three years cycle (Detailed Examination (Principal Inspection)) and the masonry 
brick spans were inspected (Detailed Examination (Principal Inspection)) once every 
six years cycle.  It was noted that Visual Examination (similar to General Inspection) 
was undertaken between the detailed examination cycle.

Members were informed that the last detailed examination undertaken in 2016 had 
revealed water leaking and localised area dampness to the masonry spans, possibly 
due to blocked highway drains from the carriageway.  It was explained that 
vegetation growing from the masonry spans were evident on the outside face of the 
structure.  It was emphasised to members that the bridge appeared to be in 
generally good structural condition.  

With regards to the metallic spans it was explained that due to the cast iron nature 
of the spans the metallic spans were examined on a once every 3 years cycle to 
capture any accelerated deterioration to the material due to possible exposure to 
road salts, general moisture in the atmosphere and also any potential cracking to 
the cast iron beams.  It was considered that, in general, taking into consideration its 
age, the cast iron elements were in a reasonably fair/good condition.  However, due 
to possible water percolating from the carriageway, there were localised areas of 
water stains on the masonry brickwork to the abutments.

Members were informed that general brickwork repair and vegetation removal had 
been undertaken in 2013 as part of the maintenance regime.

The Sub-Group noted that there was a maintenance work item to undertake general 
brickwork repairs (eg missing bricks, spalled brickwork etc) along with vegetation 
removal to maintain the upkeep of the asset.  It was explained the general brickwork 
repair item was currently with the contractor for action and had been planned for 
implementation this financial year (2017/18).

In summary, it was concluded that there were no significant structural works 
undertaken since the last assessment was commissioned and there were no major 
intervention scheduled for this structure.  It was explained that in the present 
circumstance, any potential major structural invention such as bridge strengthening 
or deck replacement works would mean a potential collaboration between the local 
authority and Network Rail. 

35 CYCLING PROVISION ON JUBILEE BRIDGE

The Sub-Committee were informed that the Authority were investigating 
opportunities for cycling provision on Jubilee Bridge.  Members raised their 
concerns regarding the safety of cyclists on the Bridge and welcomed any proposed 
provision for them.



36 UPDATE ON WEED SPRAYING

The Highways Network Manager informed the Sub-Group that a Contract was 
currently being written for the procurement of future provision of weed spraying in 
the Barrow district.  

It was explained it was intended to divide the Borough into sectors, in the main 
comprising of two divisions, which would be sprayed simultaneously.  It was 
anticipated treatment of the weeds would take place in late April/early May, weather 
dependent, with an additional spray taking place in individual sectors during the 
summer as necessary.  

The local Member for Walney North raised his concerns regarding the growth of 
vegetation on the Promenade.  Whilst appreciating this did not fall within the Weed 
Spraying Programme and would incur an additional cost he felt this was a health 
and safety matter and should be investigated.  It was agreed that the Highways 
Network Manager would investigate this further with a view to funding being sought 
from the Bridges Capital budget. 

37 TREES ON PORTLAND CRESCENT, BARROW

The Sub-Group received a briefing note regarding issues with highway trees on 
Portland Crescent.

Members noted that the trees within the highway on Portland Crescent were 
uniquely located at the rear of the footway.  It was explained the Crescent had 33 
trees with the majority of them causing pavement heave and root invasion which 
was potentially causing damage to adjacent boundary walls.  It was highlighted the 
Highway Authority could be vulnerable to third party claims.  

The Sub-Group were informed that all trees within the highway were inspected for 
defects every three years by a qualified Arboriculturalist.  It was explained that from 
the last formal inspection of the trees on Portland Crescent in March 2017, 27 trees 
had been highlighted as potentially causing damage to adjacent boundary walls of 
which 19 trees were also noted to be causing pavement heave. 

It was explained to members that based on the above information a total of 27 trees 
were recommended for removal as a priority to reduce the liability against the 
County Council for claims from third parties.  

A discussion took place regarding the gradual removal of the trees and a number of 
members felt that if the funding could be made available they should all be removed 
at once.  Whilst the Sub-Group agreed with this it was felt that the trees would need 
to be removed gradually due to the lack of any budget.  

Members discussed this matter in detail and it was agreed that funding from a 
central budget for removal of the trees should be sought in the first instance.



38 BARROW WORKS PROGRAMME 2017/18

The Sub-Group received the Barrow Works Programme 2017/18.  

Members were informed that traffic safety scheme designs for Biggar Bank and 
Bath Street would be included in next year’s budget.

39 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(1) The local Member for Hawcoat raised his concerns regarding:-

 on-street parking in areas around the hospital and asked whether it 
would be possible to introduce time-limited waiting on the affected 
streets.  Whilst members appreciated the problems it was felt they 
would only be dispersed to other areas if waiting restrictions were 
introduced;

 the condition of the highways on Parker Street, Pine Road, Cedar Road, 
Dundee Street and High Street and the Highways Network Manager 
agreed to investigate the matters further.

(2) Members’ attention was drawn to a letter of appreciation received from the 
Fife Street Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, on behalf of all residents, 
regarding the work which had been undertaken on the drains in Fife Street, 
Greengate Street, Lorne Road and Back Street.

40 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting of the Sub-Group would take place on 
Wednesday 4 April 2018 at 10.15 am at the Nan Tait Centre, Barrow-in-Furness.

The meeting ended at 12.40 pm


